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Our Single War Purpose

President Wilson's messuge to Congress
Lreathes the country's true purpose in
prosecuting the war, However much we
may define and redefine our attitude tow-
ard diplomatic settlements al the end of
the wur, our main purpose remains clear-
cut and unmistakable. The after-the-wur
settlements are secondary and subsidiary.
They are for the future and will depend
rot on whut we think or say now, but on
what the situation is when the war is
finished. So long as we accomplish our
one definite purpose, which is to overthrow
the militaristic autocracy now intrenched
in the Centrs! European states, it is of
minor consequence to us what particular
readjustments of territorial boundaries in
¥urope, Asia and Africa may come out of |
U peace CONETess.

President Wilson restates emphatically
our one immediate war aim, and it is
the only war aim with which we necd
to be concerned at present. It is that “this
intolerable thing of which the masters of
Germany have shown us the ugly face, this |
menace: of combined intrigue and force,
which we now sec so clearly as the Ger-
man power, u thing without conscience
or honor or capucity for covenanted peice,
must be crushed.” This means that the
(jerman passion for expansion by conquest
must be subdued and German ability to
indulge in world dominion enterprises in
the future must be hobbled.

The President hus said more than once
that the United States will not consent to
make peace with the powers that be in
Germany. He has proscribed the Kaiser
and the German ruling class as partici-
pants in any peace conference. He re-
peated those phrases in yesterday's mes-
sage, and by implication he has now ex-
tended the ban to the reigning monarch
and the ruling clazses of Austria-Hun-
gary.
on Austria-Hungary because the Dual
Monarchy has become s vassal of Ger-

He asks Congress to declare war

many and has accepted Prussian ideals
of terrorism and military aggression.

In committing the United States
wage war until the present governments
«f Germany and Austrin-Hungiry are de-
stroyed and the system on which their
power has been erected is shattered, Mr.
Wilson has gong further than the head of
any other Allied nation has ventured to
go. Great Britain, France and Italy are
bent on obtaining a military decision over
the Central Empires. But none of them
has ever issued an ultimatum like the
President’s, directed against the present
yulers of Germany and Austria-Hungary
and the Junker aristocracies which sup-
port them. Therein Mr. Wilson has read
aright the feeling of the American people,
who see that political systems like those of
the Central Empires, the last survivals of
seudalism, with their secret diplomacy,
their milituristic arrogance and their lack
of any real responsibility to the masses
whose future they dispose of, are the real
obstucles to the development of common
sense relations between nations, of lasting
peace and of higher conceptions of inter-
national justice and brotherhood.

In the American view no lasting struct-
ure of peace can be built on any other
basis than the extirpation of the Hohen-
sollern-Hapsburg régimes. That is the es- |
sential feature of President Wilson's war
policy. Such a policy means war to a
finish in & sense in which our European
ullies have never yet proclaimed their
purpose to make war to a Tinish. There
ure conceivable circumstances under which |
the German and Austrinn Kaisers might
concede defeat and ask for terms, and un-!
der which France, Great Britain and Italy
might favor a peace of compromise. But
wur ultimatum against the two Kaisers
and the political orders of which they are
the heads would compel us to oppose any
settlement short of the complete eradica-
tion of the unspeakable and intolerable
thing which government as conducted by
them has shown itself to be. |

If we are to pursue this paramount aim |
’aml if we are to persist until we lluy the
German beast, it is of little consequence
what plans of settlement, territorial or |
other, we hold in abeyunce in our minds

to

'responded to the public demand for a dee- |

mtil finishes. 1t is almost a
waste of intellectual effort just now to de-
vise formulas for reaping the fruits of the
war and guaranteeing the results of its
sacrifices. Let ug win it first and then
talk about guarantees and permissible or

non-permissible projects of reparation and

the war

readjustment, |

Last January, before we declared war,
Mr. Wilson announced & programme of
‘pence without victory.” Since we seek
victory now that plan has become inap-|
plicable, But some jarring echoes of it
are still to be found in yesterday's mes-
sage. Purely as a matter of theory and
on the part of n non-belligerent it was
competent for the United States to ap-
prove last January the formula of no in-
lemnities and no annexations. But as a
belligerent it is imprudent for us to tie
We
cannot be true to our main purpose of
exterminating Hohenzollernism and Haps-
burgism and at the same time deprecate
interference with the boun-
daries or “internal affairs” of Germany
and Austris-Hungary.

Wa do interfere in an extreme sense
with the “internal affairs” of Germany
and Austrin-Hungary when we declare that

aurselves down to such a formula.

territorial

we mean to expel the German and Austro-
Hungarian imperinl houses and to sub-
vert both the efficient despotism of Ger-
many and the inefficient despotism of Aus-
tria-Hungary, The House of Hapsburg is
about all that holds the Hapshburg domin-
jons together. Prussia and the Hohen-
zollerns are the keystone of the German
Empire. 1f we destroy Prussianism, if
we dethrone William the Sccond and the
Emperor Charles, we do much more to dis-
member the Central Empires than if we
merely assisted in eutting some slices off
their present territorial holdings.

Alsace-Lorraine might be restored to
France, and @ new kingdom of Poland
might be created, embracing Posen and
pirts, at least, of West Prussin.  But such
nartitions would affect the real Prussia
of to-day even less than would a revolu-
tion, forved from without, which should
destroy Prussian kullur and the whole!
equilibrium of Prussiun life by rooting
cut Junkerism, imperialism, militarism
and all the other cherished Prussian con-
ceptions of government.

The Italian provinces of Austria might
go back to Italy and Transylvania and
Rukowina might be turned over to Ru-
mania without unsettling the Dusl Mon-
archy half so much as the elimination of
the cementing and centralizing influence
of the House of Hapsburg would unset- |
tle it » |

Let us forget, wll distant
formulas for peace settlement which may

therefore,

disturb us in the prosecution of our one
definite war purpose, Let us concentrate

on the wur. IPresident Wilson has wisely

laration of war on Austria-Hungary. We
have linked together for elimination the
machines |

mediwval  governmental

which plunged the world into war and |

fwo

still stand as the worst obstacles to a just |
peace among the nations. Soon we shall
link with these two offenders the impos-
sible Sultan and the treacherous Ferdi-
nand of Bulgaria.

The downfall of these four roval houses
and the destruction of the military re-|
cources at their command are a sufficient |
task for us. We have pledged uurselvesi
to it in the interest of lasting peace andi
What must be
tone to foree reparation to Belgium, Ser-|
bia, Rumunin and other states overrun by |

|

international solidarity,

German armies and to free from Ger-
many's clutch the vassal nations which she
has Prussianized may well be left to the
Mr. Wilson spoke of the recon- |
struction of Poland in the same breath
almost in which he spoke of no territorial
annexations at the expense of the Central
Powers, That only shows how futile it |
is to try to lay down any hard and fast!
rules for guidance in the Natlju»lmen!s!
which will follow the war. There will
be wvast territorial reconstructions fur|
Germany's benefit, if Germany wins, Why |
announce in advance no reconstructions on |
the Allied side, especially since, as the
President says, justice to all is to be the
watchword of a peace terms conference?
let us keep our peace conference
powder dry.

To win is the main thing, and it is the
outstanding merit of the President's mes-
sage that it reémphasizes the unrelenting
character of our war on the German gov-
ernment as it is and on the German people
in so far as they are ropresented by it, and
further, includes within the scope of our
main war purpoge the scrapping of Aus-
tria-Hungary’s equally obstructive and
only less predatory autocracy.

Tuture.

What Do They Want?

Once more the news comes from Wash- |
ington that “while Admiral Benson be-
lieves a nava] offensive is doomed to !'sil-:
ure,” some “vounger officers” are of an-|
other opiniom, and that “subtle ]meam.n"t"'I
15 now at work which, it is thought, “wili|
eventually cause Great Britain to depurt |
from her defensive programme.” More-
over, it is said that certain “prominent
rovernment officials” are conscious of the
“growing sentiment” in favor of & naval
ofensive, and believe it “is having its
uffect.”

hitnothighﬁm.mlnquinintpthl

origin of this persistent rumor? Who are
the “prominent government officials” who
feel this “subtle pressure,” and what 1s
the plan proposed by the “younger offi-

L cers” who are bent on “forcing Britain's

hand,” as we are teld, “despite the opposi-
tion of Admiral Benson"?

There must be some motive behind all
this mischievous talk, some deliberate ef-
fort to underrate the work of the Allied
navies, for what purpese it is difficult to
<ay. More than & month ago Admiral
Sir Cyprian Bridge referred to the matter
in a letter to “The Daily Telegraph,” of
London. “A friend of mine,” he wrote,
“who in the early weeks of the war was
eent by our government on a special mis-
sion“to the United States, where he re-
mained for the best purt of two years,
wrote to me as far back as the first quar-
ter of 1915 describing the persistent man-
ner in which the British navy was heing
held up to contempt, It was no use saying
that this was due to the mendacities of
the enemy's propaganda. TPeople pro-
duced British authority for their con-
temptuous remarks.”

We need not, then, regard the current
yumors as necessarily of German origin,
or conclude that the “subtle pressure”
which has lately been brought to bear is
intended to help or give comfort to the
enemy. But it is reasonable at least to In-
quire into the purpose of this subtle press-

ure and to learn, if possible, what the |

“younger officers” want to do, Finally,
o

who are these “vounger officers”™?
- pal el il

Our Society for the Suppression of
Unnecessary Occupations

It i= u small item, but we give it for
what it is worth. Perhaps other heart-
felt protestants will be moved to stand
up and hit other heads, large or small,
but equally unnecessary.

With all the urgent need of labor, of
hands and heads, male, female, too young,
too old, anything go long as they can do
comething, much, a little, anything, what
has been done to suppress those most use-
less of all human beings, hat-check boys
and wash-room boys? So far as our ob-
servation goes, not one single jot.

The hat-check boys are perhaps the
more celebrated in song und story. But
the wash-room boy is quite as irritating

'gn institution and, if possible, a shade

more superfluous. What he does of an
actually useful nature mnobody has ever
reported. Perhups, once or twice a day,
in u seeret hour, he washes something or
other or sweeps up a bit. But through
the long, long day, when guests are com-
ing and going, his toil is no more than
that of any hungry cat. He rubs agrinst
his victims' shins and purrs and blocks you
off from the wash-bowl you want and
forees a towel on you that you don't want
and lies down on the floor to make sure
that yvou cannot altogether overlook him as
you go forth,

His hunger is easily satiated with the
smallest tipping piece known to New York,
o dime. We never heard of one who act-
ually bit and seratched and snarled. But
if looks were claws, most New Yorkers
would have long since been searred from

“head to foot.

As charter members of our club we
nominate the wash-room boys. On their
heels should tread the hat-check boys.
Boys they are called, but that is only our
American pretence by which we excuse
ourselves for using able-bodied men for
such work. The two races are easily of
draft age. Let them at least go to work
for the duration of the war.

A Har;l_y Myth"

i Fram The Weatminster Gasette)
All stories which malicious gossips may

have spresd mhout American officers or sol-

diers “spreading themselves” at the front
may be dismissed with contempt, In a recent
visit to Franee 1 heard nothing but the warm-

| est praise of the Americans, and especially of

the modesty and simplicity of their behavior,
1 was told everywhere that the Ameriean
ctaff officers had made the best impression,
So far froem desiring to teach other people
their business or boasting what they were
poing to do before they had begun, they
were_quick to reslize the newness and difi-
culty of the war problems under present con-
ditions and modestly anxious to learn every-
thing possible from the experience of British
and French.

Peace
(New Zealand—1917)
In tield and road and flowered way,
The summer evening fills with gold;
And in the drowsy curving bay
Sea whispers creep into their fold.

Along the calm suburban street
Lie gardens hedged from storm and sin;
There slowly and with soundless foet
Peace leads the nun-like twilight in.

Among his flowers' unyielding foes

The gardener stoops to bloodless war,
Warm beauty plucks the tired rose,

And care-free players eall the score.

In benediction falls the night,
Priest of the kindly qulet hours;

The windows' peaceful spears of light
Are couched against the sleeping flowers,

Remote within the unsearr’d gate,

" We =ip the daily cup of ease,

For "twixt us and the swords of hate
March legions of the vassal seas,

Rut distance from the battle ery,

The surface emoothness of our round,
The pageantry of earth and sky,

The anodyne of sight and sound.

Of what avail are thess to turn

The thrust of one weak orphaned hand,
Or dull the distant fires that burn

Across the angulsh of a land?

A child's ery wounds the sleeplng night,
Wan ghosts come thronging in the gloom;
The hosts of peace are put ta flight,
And horror fills the guarded room,

Far better that one might, near
To that vast agony, forget,
Amid the flow of hope and fear
And endless coil of duty set

The pain that treach'rous distance wings :
For these whe only stand and walt,
Denled the bnim that sction brings
The fettered andience of Fate!
ALAN E. MULGAN,
Auckland, New Zealand.

A Gagged Minority
The German Press Held Up as an

Example of Free Speech

To the Editer of The Tribune.
Sir: In this “land of the free” we ure so

used to taking our liberty for granted that|

we are ineredulous of the need of vigilance.
Does not the Constitution itself prescribe
that freedom of gpeech and of the press shall
not be abridged? The free expression of
opinion, publie ecriticism of the government,
the right of a minority to be heard, the
power of the majority to compel the Presi-
dent and the Congress to stand behind them,
these are the very presuppositions of de-
moeracy. Yeb our government is now under-
taking not only te coerce individuals into
silence, but even to suppress the press of u
great political party.

In every one of the wuarring nations of
Furope the governments have been over-
thrown by the legisintures and by the peo-
ple. It in only in this democracy thut the
government claims the power to control the
people until the end of the war. In Ger

many the new Chancellor secopted office
only after learning that he would be aceept
nble %0 the Reichstag, one-third of whaose

electory are Socialists. In France a Socinl-
ist Promier has just now been displaced be-
cause he i= no longer trusted by the Social-
ists, and is sueceeded by an aged radical,
whose reputation was enhsneed by the sup-
pression of his newspaper by an earlier min-
lstry.
| goon follow In Franee, s it will in Italy.
The British government has been overthrown
and the Caubinet has been continually al-
| tered to meet the demands of the people.
The present Premier, once n radical agitator,
| will roon be discarded. Tn Russia the great-
est of the world's peaples have become a
Soecialist commonwenlth,

But here in the United States the official
press of the Soecinlist party is suppressed
| for muintaining principles nearly dominant
| in. Europe, and likely to become dominant here
| as well ax there. A natural consequence of
it!-.r suppression of the Socialist newspapers
is the acknowledged necessity for w combi-
nation of the old-line parties in order to
defeat the Socialists in the Congressional
| elections of next year. Hut when the capi-
tulistie classes are segreguted their ultimate
departure is sure.

I am led to write this letter from reflee-
tions caused by the contents of papers j.n!t
received from England,  “The Times" “re-
| parts & Member of Puarlinment as saying,
| “The opposition to pesee comes chiefly from

profiteers and their jackals.” “The Man-
chester Guardian" closos an editorial article
with the words: “There are some among our
governors who think that every time they
trample upon & British liberty they are de-
feating the enemy.” “The Nation™ speaks
of “the atmosphere of illusion in which the
Prime Minister lives,” and “The Spectator”
of his “frantic egotism.”

No one who cared wisely for his country
ean regard with satisfaction the fact that
the press is less enslaved in England and
in Germany than jn the United States,

J. McKEEN CATTELL.

Garrison-on-Hudson, N. Y., Dee. 3, 1917,

Objections to National Prohibition
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Elizabeth Tilton's plea in to-day's
Tribune that the newly enfranchised women
of this state should use their influence on
behalf of national prohibition ignores cer-
tain vital facts in connection with the scheme
for forcing prohibition upon the country by
the wvote of state Legislatures respecting
a minority of the people.

Hy the enactment of the Webb-Kenyon law,
giving the states complete -control of the
interstate truffic in liquors, Congress has
given each state the power to exclude all
liquors from its territory. The Reed “bone-
dry” law, enacted thiz year, maker it a
felony to ship liquar into prohibition states,
These laws enable the stutes to be us dry as
they choose, and even those prohibition
states which permitted the importation of
liquor for personal use will be made “bone-
dry" so far as the shipment of liquor from
wet territory is concerned. There s, there.
fore, not the slightest cxcuse for further
action by Congress.

The real reason why the prohibitionists
advocate the Sheppard amendment is the fact
that under the system by which the Consti-
tution iz changed it is possible to secure the
adoption of that amendment by a minority
of the voters of the country. In voting on
amendments a state with 50,000 voters counts
the same as & state with 500,000, Thus,
Nevada. which enst about 20000 votes at
the late Presidential election, would count
as much as Ilinois with 800,000 voters, Ari-
zona, withe 23,000 votes, would be equal to
New York, with 1,600,000, Thirty-six states
have a population of 46,000,000, while the
twelve other states have 68,000,000, 1 the
thirty-zsix state Legislatures should ratify
the prohibition amendment it would bhe
adopted, and the 58,000,000 would be sub-
Jeoted, in 8 matter concerning their personal
tastes and habits, to the rale of the 48,000,

As stated by Senator Lodge, of Massachn-
sctis, in the debate on the Sheppard amend-
ment, a standing army of 500,000 men ecould
not prevent cider becoming hard, or aleo-
holie; wine from fermenting: or the illieit
productien of moonshine whiskey.

| STATE CONTROL.
| New York, Nov. 27, 1817,

Red Service Stars

To the Editor of The Tribune.
! Sir: I think the suggestion of N. 8. Sceley
in to-dsy's Tribune to substitute n red star
in the serviee flag for n blue one, to show
| the death of any one occurring in the line
of duty of the service, is the correct solution
of this problem.

I was much struek, while in Ottawa, Can-
ada, Inst summer, at & church service, in see-
ing displayed a “Roll of Honor" in the nave
giving n list of the communicants of that
church who were in the service. The names

| were engrossed in black ink, but opposite
| those who had died in the line of duty a red
star had been placed. This was neat, digni-
fied and very impressive in its simplieity.
Possibly the idea might be extended to the
service flag, of changing a bhlue star for a
man who is in active service to a smal| red
cros=s should he become deceased, but on the
whale I am inclined to think that the sim-
pler change from a blue star to a red ono is
the better.

Tho matter is an interesting one and will
soon become one of importance, and | think
an_exchange of views moat desirable. In my
own office, that of the Military Training
Camps Association, we have a service flug
with ten stars, running from majors to pri-

vates, and we feel very much interested in

the subject. ARTHUR F. COSBY.

| New York, Dee. 1, 1017, .

A Challenge
To the Editor of The Tribune.
! Bir: In your paper a few days ago a lady
| proposed for men u “smokeless" duy. Now,
.l should be the first to ugree to it if the
ludies and their children proposed to them-
selves a “eundyless” duy. Tuake the situa-
tion in Rochester.
terday announced the arrival of three loaded
cars of sugar for the cundy factories, and
| yet for over a week most if not all of the

i:':;-ﬂ;r!a of Rochester have been without

OSCAR PARDO.
Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 2, 1017, .

A strietly Soeinlist government will!

The evening papers yes-

By George Haven Putnam

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The veterans of the Civil War period
tony reeall to the eitizens of this Inter gen-
erntion that at various critieal times during
the war the advocutes for an immedinte peace
were ns streniuous, as fierce, Bs hysterical
wnd us shortnighted ax they are to-day.

Then #s now the people who were ¢liim-
veing that “the war was hopeless,” that there
wis no possibility of overcoming the enemies
of the Republie, thut it was the duty of the
President snd of the country to accept
“pence without vietory,” were made up of
two classes: there were the puid emissaries
end the direet representatives of the Con-
foderaey, such ns Vallandighem and his
Knights of the Golden Cirele in the West
and Benjsmin Wood snd his “Daily News"
in New York, doing what they could to dis-
cournice volunteering, to obstrust the dreaft,
to incite strikes and riots and to block truns-
portation; and  following this leadership
Lenme  the sentimentalists, shrieking from
plutforms aml in widely distributed “appenls
{¢ the people” thut fighting was wicked, #hd
that the issues should be adjusted not by
war but by pence arguments,

These paid emizsaries and
idenlists were working together for the enuse
of the Confederacy; they were nlike serving
the purpose of the slave holding autoerney.
‘the elamors for u peaceful settlement which
hogan in July, 1861, after the Battle of Bull
f.un, were renewed with fresh bitterness in
June, 1868, ufter Hooketr’s defeat at Chan-
cellorsville, and in June, 1864, ufter Grant’s
repulse at Cold” Harbor,

Lincoln's Firmness

The President, carrying on his shoulders
| all the weight of the war, was called upon to
listen to delegutions of long-haired men and

short-haired women who crowded to the
White House to give to poor overburdened

Lincoln “a message from the Lord in behalf

of pence.”

Lincoln's reply through all the weary four
years was in substance the game: “This wur
was begun with a purpose —the saving ofthe
Republic—and, nlease God, it shall be con-
tinued until that purpose is secomplished,”

Lineoln had made clear in muany statements
that the war could be hrought to an assured
cottlement that would prevent the renewal

of war in the nesr future only through the  will nower and the nerve power of the voters |

removal of the cause that worked for war.
It waus, said Lincoln, the system of slavery
rnid the attempt to make slavery a national
nstead of u loeal institution that had ecre-
ated the clenvage between the two sections
of the country.

Britain's Spokesmen

Are We Obliged to Accept the Opinion
' of Lord Lansdowne?

To the Bditor of The Tribune.

Sir: The letter of Lord Lansdowne in “The
Duily Telegraph™ comes as a blow to us, not
only as Americans, but also as admirers of

Ithe British people for the tremendous effort
they have put forward “to vindieate the prin-
ciples of peace und justice .
solfish autoerstic power”
of President Wilson's proclamation. To hear
the suggestion made that the German govern-
ment and the German peonle are as yet ready
“to submit future disputes to arbitration,” to
cnter “inte an internztional puet™ or “into
recognizances to keep the peace,” tukes us so

far beyond ull reason ns to muke it seem that : mechunical movements of knitting can only |
we #re listening to some drivel of Lord Hal- | be distructing to the type of person who

dane and his “spiritus] home in Germany”
associates.

Wa seem to be baek again in the years im-
mediately preceding 1914, when the idea pre-
wailed in Enelish political ecircles that fair

words and s generous spirit were all thut |

wore necessary to bring Germany to reason.
4nd this after all the horrors and the sins
sgainst humanity that she has perpetrated
during the lnst three years!

Can we, dare we, hope that these men do
not speak for the virility that most of us
| still believe informs the British body politie?
Must we lodk elsewhere for its assertion—

for the words that are back of the splendid |
{ eome directed and useful, as in knitting, |

end heroic deeds of English valor before the
cnemy? Perhaps we may find it- happy the
day!~-in the men of physical strength anil of
vnsophisticated thinking, rather than ameng
the politicians and the high servants of state.
For I read that W, Harry Gosling, president
¢7 the British Trade Union Congress in 1916
wnd of the Transport Workers' Federation in
1017, has recently said, not, it is true, in
words und phrases as besutifully turned s
sre those of Lord Lansdowne, but all the
more heartening because of their simplicity:
#0Of the exact terms and conditions on whie
pence may eventually be concluded 1 do not
cpeak. Rut the workingmen of England know
that If all our sacrifice is pot to be in vain
there can only be one end, and that is the
complete overthrow of German tyranny. For
tl at we are willing to go on fighting just as
long as necessary.
tion to future world safety.”
tinues: *“A half vietory, an
peace, o seitlement which settled nothing, a
patehed-up truce under which the nationa
tad bresthing time to reéauip themselves for
fresh conflict on a still more terrible seale—
that would be the crowning disaster.”

A disaster it certainly would be.
toire Integrale” must be our programme.
Nothing less will earry us through. Auto-
cratic power is still dominant in Germuny.

And he ean-

Indeed, it has made headway through and by |

means of the war; and any peace made by
compromise will only udd to its force. If
German military power remains unbroken
and hat s consolidated “Mitteleuropa™ upon
which to base its military und economic power
and from which to draw its men—sll the
other schemes of the pan-Germanists are
feasible; the Berlin-Bagdad railroad, a Ger-
manized South America and a German India
in Afriea.

“All ethienl considerations are completely

alien to the state, and the state must there-

fore resolutely keep them at arm's length”
is the latest form in which Germanie state
doctrine has been formulated. In view of
this, Lord Lansdowne has done the greatest
digaervice to the cause of the Allies und to
the esuse of America by writing his letter -
knowing, as he must do, the weight that at-
tuches to his name. And he has besmirched
hiz own lund in such manner that its well-
wishers ean only hope that he may be swiftly
snd completely repudiated.
RICHARD GOTTHEIL.
New York, Dec. 1, 1017,

“Earnest Appreciation”
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The carriers and clerks of the iHarri-
ron (N. J.) postoffice wish to thank you for
your splendid editorial in behalf of the
jostal employes.

Nothing ean do more to-help us receive the
mueh needed incresnse in salary than good,
sound editorial comment, such as appeared
in December 1. ’

We herehy express our most earnést appre-
cwution for the efforts vou have made to bet-
tor the conditions of Uncle Sam's deserving
workers, the postal employes.,

JOSEPH ZUCKERHOOD, Seecretary.

Harrison, N. J., Dec. 1, 1917, '

The _Mghacg

A Timely Precedent Ciled from the Pleas of F aint-Hearled o
Pacifists in the "60s

shortsighted |

. . a% against!
to use the words |

It is the essentinl condi- |

inconelusive |

“La Vie- !

of Peace

| We understand now that 1f the =hriekers
|.-'m- neace had had their way the autoeracy
| of the South would have cstablizshed their|
stite with slavery as the cornerstone; the
| Republic would have been broken up inte
three, or possibly inta four, communitios.
The continent would have besn crossed with
tolities] boundaries and with tarilf barriers
nrd burdened with standing armies, It was
better to give the four vears to fighting the |
fight through than to accept for half a cons
tury or more s condition of war.

England and Franes are to-day prepared
te recognize that the desth of our Republie |
would have been n misfortune not only for'
Ameriea but for the world,

The Example of Russia

We have to-day in the conditions in Rus- |
gin an example of the disasters that can be
trought about when the direction of national
«fMairs comes into the hands of n group of
ignorant and often selfish theorists, work-
ing under the suggestion if not direetly un-

der thé instructions of the enemies of their |

LOuntry.

The fighters in Russin as in America for
“peace without victory” are strengthening
the hands and gorving the enuse of the most
brutal militarism that the world has ever
esn,

Lord Lansdowne’s recent demand for eon-
sideration by the Allies of terma for peace
and for a restatement of their condition= ia

ill-timed und its only result has been to give
eutisfietion and hope to Berlin, Lanslowne
| forgets that an explieit statement of the

tkings for which the Allies are fighting has |
niready been made, and that the eonditions |
| huve been restated with admirable clearness |
rand force by President Wilson. He forgets |
that no statement of terms has ever baon|
 received from Germany. The status of the
war for the maintenance of civili:stian|
prainst the nssaults of organized barbarism |
i# ut this point very similar to that in June,
1568, of the war for the Republie.

The enemy hug been checked, hut not over- | tered, T did not anywhars mest s
d. ywh more

lrnd obliging man than this negro;
| therefore the more painful to sse

come. His resources in men and in mate-
tinl are coming nearer to exhaustion, but he
is still able on the fighting line to make a
show of strength,
|  The deecision rests upon staying power,
| upon will and nerves,

Civilization cannot endure with the states
of the world half slave and half free. The

for freedom must show themselves patient
cnough and strong enourh to overcome the
niilitaristic barbarism of the Hun.
GEORGE HAVEN PUTNAM,
] Late Major, United States Volunteers.
New York, Dee. 8, 1917,

| Knitting in Public

'Quiet Needles as Contrasted With|

Restless Enthusiasts

| To the Editor of The Tribune.

| 8ir: Concerning the letter headed “Knit-
ters at Concerts,” which appeared in this
morning’s Tribune, 1 should like to point
| put one or two angles which, I fear, could
not oceur to the writer.

This gentleman seems to be between two
coneernc: one for his own comfort, and the!
other that the knitters may miss the mes-
| suge from the Almighty which is being trans-

| mitted through the artist.

| Noise at u concert is obviously discourte-|

| ous and needs no discussion, but the quiet

carnot concentrate, the type who would like
| Curnegie Hall and the Phitharmonie Orches-
|

tra to himself for the afternoon.

I have frequently watched audiences at
concerts to note their reaction to different
forms of musie, Gatherings of men are like
the leaves of the trees., There is always a
slight undercurrent of motion, an infinites-
imel rustling, faint stirrings of a force
imperfectly tamed. There are the beating
timg of the so-called enthusinst, the foot
tapping and twitchings of the bored or ner-
vous, the perpetusl shifting of position, 1
dare say when these waste movements be-

| they make a more obvious butt for the
| pent-up irritntion of the nervous person.

Have these women no homes to knit in? |

|
| nuively usks your correspondent. Evidently

| his imagination does not suggest.that they

| have other things to do st home than knit,
I, for instance, do not claim to be n “society
woman,"” [ am busy from early in the morn-
ing until, often, late in the evening with my

| houschold, my baby, welfare work and the|

| fulfilling of many duties of long standing.
I have po time to knit at home, but I have
made quite n number of garments for the
tmIdil-l’.{ in the subway, on top of 'buses
and in other moments which would other-
wise be wasted, Conecert knitting comes, in
| u lesser degree, under this head. Every
| busy woman requires recreation,

terfere with her hearing the music and she
| makes double use of her time,
| The element of ostentation i3 too petty
to merit discussion, 1f it does exist, it
exists merely in a minority which does not
| affect the issue, and it exists largely, I sus-
pect, in the point of view of the eritical on-
loaker,

The question of discomfort, to my mind,
nurrows down to the supersensitive annoy-
uhce of the crank as opposed to the real
guffering of the soldier in need of warm
gurments.

Ax to the Almighty's message, | approach
the subject with great diffidence and awe.
There are those who elaim personal mes-
suges and even point out messages to others.
Personally, 1 should have a hesitancy to do
either, but that may be a matter of tempera-
ment, and to the contrary you have the
weight of many illustrious persons.
| New York, Dec. 3, 1017, E. H. D.

| Check Knitting at the Door

| To the Editor of The Tribune.

| Sir;
lunt letter of Mr. Malkan in your issue of
te-day, I write to ask if it would be possi-
Lle for managers of concert halls to place

| plucards in thes lobhy requesting that knit-

| ting outfits be checked befor: catering ine
i hall?

| If this is impossible, could not the ush-
|ura be instructed to stop the kaitting while
' the musie is going on? These hysterical
| women who flourish their arms and hands
|and distumb every one by the clicking of the
' needles should be made to understand that

Etrua patriotism consists in self-sacrifice, not |

in secking notoriety. Far be it from me to
btinder the knitting—only let

where it belongs, in the private homs or

in publie, nor did they have their pictures
in the Sunday papers; they unse!fishly did
their purt in silence and privacy. Cannot the
vomen of to-day follow their example? Or
must they continue to make exhibitions of |
themselves, since they cannot shine in any

other way? ANGELINA COMFORT.
New Yark, Dec. 8, 1017,

| the posta, our own black friend snd his

The me- |
chanical movements of knitting do not in-|

Having read with interest the excel- |

it be kept

place where it will not annoy others. |
The women of the Revolution did not flaunt |

The Negro in Chile

History Is Offered in Reply &
De Saulles

the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Mrs, De Baulles, who hag baen
1+ wequittad of the charge of murder
heing exumined a few days ago snd
rhe had attended the Carman trial
rhe hud observed there, replied that
and had heard “a black thing testify.®
what she meant by "black thing,” she »
“A nigger.” Asked if that was the
reoaple of her country referred to
reonle, she replied: “Wa don't have the
my eountry.”
For the information of Mre. De Saulls
who is probably not very familiar Iﬂ iy
history of her country, owing to hey
reridence outside of it, it may in
ta kpow that Vasca Nunez Balboa
regroes from Panama into Chile ne ﬁ'
1515, and that the Austin Friars had & s |
vent at Santingo, where they took eipg g
“paniards and their black and Indian '
vints who peopled all the banks of this )
tnd are numerous, living on separste fame
rll along the country. That the blaeky
that period mingled their blood, e x
mingled for them by the people among i
they lived, is nttosted by the fact thag
wns & brothechood of mulatioes why
| from St. Austin, at St Joage (vide
ton's “Voyages and Travels,” Vol. Li; &
| de Opvalle's *Historical Relations ¥
| Kinedont af Chile, of St. Jago of
| Procurator at Rome for That rlm‘ v
printed at Bome by Franeico Cavalle), =
In the “Journal of Researches,” by Chiy
Darwin, at page 92, he says: * .,
pusta was commanded by a
born in Africa; to his eredit be it said
wan not a rancho between the Colorsde
Bueios Asres in nearly such neat ordig "
bis. He had a bittle room for strangers sgd
@ amall eorral for the horses, all meds of
sticks and reeds; he had also dog o ]
‘round his house, an a defenes in casy of
teing attacked. This would, however, Roly
been of little avail if the Indisns Mﬂi
Lut his chief comfort seemed to rest in e
thought of selling his life dearly. A
time before a body of Indians had
past in the night; if they had been o

< Tl

A

soldiers would assuredly have been

it 1
; that |
would not =it down und eat with us” =
Arnd at page 360, thiz: “In this part o(“.
there are two passes ncross the Andes |
Mendozs; the one most commonly J
| namely, that of Anconeaqum, of U'm.--'
| is situnted some wuy to the north; the .
| ez lled the Portillo, is to the south snd :
|rr. but more lofty and dangerous. . .
The custom officers were very elvil, 'ﬂ‘
was perhaps partly owing to the 3
which the President of the republie hm
| e, but I must express my admiration
| the natural politeness of simost every ;
eno. In this instance the contrast with the
| came class of men in most other countries
| was strongly marked. [ may mentim
| anecdote with which I was st the time
| pleased. We met near Mendoza a little o
| very fat negress, riding astride on & (
She had a goitre so enormous that it we
| scarcely nossible to avoid gazing st her for
| a moment, but my two companions almost is
|utuntly, by way of apology, made the s
'mon salute of the country by taking off thelr
'hats. Whers would one of the lower or
|nigher eclasses in Europe have shown meh
fe=ling politeness to s poor and miserable ob

5 s
/

ect of n degraded race?

These citations refute Mrs, De Bat
statement that “We don't have in my
country,” meaning negroes, and alse

that in Chile, as in the United States sndBa-

rope, there are many people of culturedsd

good breeding, JOHN E. BRUCE

! President Negro Society for Historieal Be
search.

New York, Dee. 3, 1917,

=
Christmas in Prison-Shadowed Homes |
| To the Fditor of The Tribune, -

Sir: May I aguin this year bring to @
hearts of your renders the ples for help
sympathy from the prison-shadowed

| where we shall try to bring » little joy ®
| comfort this Christmas season? My
| in the big state prisons ail over this
|hss brought me in touch xot only with
of thousands of men incarcerated there,
| glso with their families, to whom they
| me in the hours of sickness, poverty of
spair that fall »o cruclly to their lot
man in prison has at lenst clothing,
and shelter while he zerves his -
but the wife and little ones at home he%
| often to face cold and hunger and are
innocent vietims of an undeserved fate
For years we have tried to gladden the
Christmas. We don’t eall them together B
join in ome big dinner, That, of ¢ |
would be impossible and would not be 8 |
ing help. Our method is to pack big C
mas boxes of groceries, new clo -
toys., As each family's need is investigh
we ure able to provide just what they BS
most. ;
There still rings in my ecars the
little voice of one of the small child
visited before Christmas. She was
tiny child, but she was looking AItRPR
| tinier ones in their two.roomed home WeS
mother was out at work. “No, there
be no Christmas this year; papa’s &
| Santa Claus is dead” Will some O
| renders of this message help me to FesEE
Sunta Claus for the hundreds of little SRS
we long to help? 4.8

I know this year the work will be
than ever because so much financial
going to answer the great need in
stricken eountries overs:as, We cann
selfish or regret for & moment the ge
help to other lands, but oh, can we not
remember practically these helpless
home?

So that the business methods of eur ®
ization may be thoroughly understood, b
add that the Velunteers of Americs
incorpornted society, that our books are e
fully audited and that our treasurer W
a recelps for every dollar received
hold vouchers for every dollar eX
Gifts of toys, clothing or money will bei¥
acceptable.  They should be directed to
Ballington Booth, Volunteer Pmo!ll L

|84 West Twenty-eighth Street, New
City, We shall indeed be grateful
readers of this message can help us
MAUD B BOO ."

New York, Dee. 1, 1017,

4

-

Crippling the Farms

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: 1 saw an article in your paper &
ing that a gentleman of the fuel com®
has suggested closing the schools
months during the winter. This &
to be made up by continulng the
through the summer. !

The Food Conservation Beard has 88
| boys to work on Tarms at vacation
happen to have been on & farm :
August of this year and know how (baf
is to get help from wny source. i

Thoysands of boys went to the e85
last ‘;Lr because of the reguest
the food committee, Many of
been engaged for next year,

If the schools wre to be conting
summer it will briug ebout hard
the farmers, who are depending on &
for help, A HIGH SCHOOL §]

New YO!I‘. Dee. 8, 1917.



